The Arcedeckne family of Glevering Hall
Chaloner Arcedeckne (1763 - 1809) purchased the Glevering estate ca. 1791 and built the
present mansion in 1794; he also owned Cockfield Hall. The money came from his father, The
Honourable Andrew Arcedeckne (d. 1763, aged 82 years) a Galway landowner's son and
Barrister at Law. The revenue came from the large Golden Grove sugar plantation in Jamaica
acquired while he was Queen Anne’s attorney-general there (see Photograph 1). Chaloner, an
absentee planter, bought his way into Parliament, and bequeathed Glevering to his son Andrew
Arcedeckne (1780 - 1849) together with the Jamaican properties which were put in trust for him.
It is said that Chaloner was a Creole.

Photograph 1: Memorial to Hon. Andrew
Arcedeckne in Hacheston church

Andrew was educated at Eton
College and Christ Church,
Oxford. He succeeded his father
in 1809 and made Glevering Hall
his home. He was appointed
High Sheriff of Suffolk for 1819 20, and was a Member of
Parliament for the rotten borough
of Dunwich from 1826 to 1831.
He married his cousin Anne
Harriet, the daughter of Francis
Love Beckford of Basing Park.
He was apparently a lax attender at Parliament, and made no major Commons speeches. The
Golden Grove plantation housed 742 slaves (worth £45 apiece), and there was much dispute
with his colonial agents about getting them registered under his name in London. His sister
Frances Catherine (d. 1815) married Joshua Vanneck, who became 2nd Baron Huntingfield, of
Heveningham Hall. He aligned with the Suffolk Whigs at the county meeting of 16 March, 1821,
which petitioned for reform and measures to combat distress. However, his support for reform
was tempered by his sympathy for the West Indian planters, based on his confidence that the
Arcedeckne slaves were well treated and fear of the damaging consequences of sudden
emancipation. It was Huntingfield who proposed him for the Dunwich seat, for which he was joint
patron. His votes for the second reading of the Grey ministry reform bill, and against Gascoyne's
wrecking amendment on 19 April, 1831, cost him his seat. However, Suffolk newspapers hailed
his votes and his generosity towards his tenants, increasing his reputation and popularity. His
friends canvassed him among the Whig aristocracy with a view to proposing him for the East
Suffolk parliamentary constituency. However Barthrop, much influenced by Samuel Quilter, had
to inform him on 11 May 1831 that it was thought his "being a West India proprietor would be
very much against [his] succeeding". Arcedeckne persisted with his canvassing, and assumed a
prominent role in the East Suffolk Agricultural Society. However, his support for free trade and
the prominence of slavery eroded his popularity, and he was forced to give way to Robert Shaw
in 1832. He spent over £1000 on another abortive canvas of East Suffolk in 1834 - 5, after which
he adopted a lower profile in county politics. In 1839 his daughter Louisa married Huntingfield's
son, but he also faced financial ruin through reduced Jamaican revenues, and contemplated
selling his Suffolk estate and settling abroad. He died suddenly in London in February 1849 "of a
broken blood vessel". His will left the Glevering estate to his eccentric son Andrew Arcedeckne
(1822 - 71), the defeated Liberal candidate for Harwich. Upon his death in 1871, his sister Lady
Louisa Huntingfield, and her heirs took on the inheritance of Glevering.
When Chaloner died on 20 December 1809, The Ipswich Journal of 30 December 1809 reported
that he was to be interred in an Arcedeckne mausoleum erected for his body in Hacheston

churchyard (see Photograph 2). Some have taken this report as the date for the erection of the
mausoleum, but that cannot be as the commentary is explicit in that the deposit would be “in a
mausoleum erected . . . in Hacheston Churchyard”, which means that it was already up at the
time of Arcedeckne’s death. In all probability it was designed by John White, perhaps shortly
after his completion of Glevering Hall in 1794. Thus a date of c.1794-1809 is acceptable.

Photograph 2: Exterior of
mausoleum in Hacheston
(August 2017)

Arcedeckne
churchyard

The rectangular mausoleum, which
is of Suffolk white brick with a
shallow gabled stone roof, has side
elevations each with an arcade of
three
recessed
semi-circular
arches of gauged brick. The gable
ends each have a single recessed
segmental arch of gauged brick (or
“rubbed-bricks”) and the walls have
raised brick bands at springing level, eaves and verge. The arch to the west gable end contains a
recessed door opening, which is set under a plain stone tablet, carried on two impost blocks. The
door is of cast iron imitating a four-panel door. Surrounding the building is a stone pavement; the
perimeter railings have long since gone. Inside, the building has a semi-circular brick-vaulted
ceiling and a brick floor. The east end is divided vertically into three by two brick walls, and
contains seven deposits set on stone shelves faced with inscribed slate sealing-slabs. Conditionwise, there is some damage to the brickwork and roof, mainly caused by vegetation, and some of
the rainwater goods are missing. It has been on the Buildings At Risk register of Suffolk Coastal
District Council since 2007.
For all this, the Arcedeckne Mausoleum is an extremely interesting building, being of special
interest in a national context by virtue of its age, intactness and architectural detailing. In addition
to its own intrinsic merits, it also has group value with the Grade I listed church of All Saints.
Photograph 3: Memorial to Walter Arcedeckne in Hacheston church

The monument to Walter Arcedeckne within the church is
interesting in that it is taken from the first known catalogue of
marble monuments by T. Gaffin, London (see Photograph 3).
There is also an extremely good stained-glass window by
Lavers & Westlake, London 1891 (see Photograph 4 below) in
the nave depicting a disciple of Jesus bringing new life to
Tabitha (see Acts 9 v 36-42) in memory of Anne Harriet
Arcedeckne (1796-1878). The inscription reads: “This woman
was full of good works/ Tabitha arise/ To the memory of Anne
Harriet Arcedeckne/ Born June 22 1796 Died March 27 1878”.

Photograph 4: Memorial Window to Anne
Harriet Arcedeckne in Hacheston church

Mrs Susan Paul of Parham Hall
who is related to the Arcedeckne
family confirmed the name was
pronounced “Archdeacon”. She
mentioned that her mother, Aurea
Weeks
(nee
Borrett)
had
Arcedeckne in her names, as she
was Aurea Janet Arcedeckne.
She was the last one to do so.
Her grandmother, Anne Leitrim,
but before that Borrett, but was
Vanneck at birth, had Chaloner in
her names so that was also a link
with the Arcedecknes. Chris
Hurlock has mentioned a portrait
of Chaloner on one of the
fireplaces at Glevering Hall. It
shows Chaloner with dark, curly
hair which Chris believes is
consistent with his being a
Creole.

(Taken from Wikipedia, the History of Parliament online - author Margaret Escott, and from notes
prepared for a visit from the Mausoleum Society on 17 May 2014 by Dr Julian Litten and used
with his permission. Thanks are also due to Mrs Susan Paul of Parham Hall and Chris Hurlock of
Glevering Hall for recent additional information).
The seven family members interred in the mausoleum are:
•

Chaloner Arcedeckne Esq. of Glevering Hall in the County of Suffolk. Died 20th
December 1809 Aged 67 years.

•

Catherine Arcedeckne Wife of Chaloner Arcedeckne Esq. Died at Richmond in Surrey
August 4th 1804 Aged 47 years (See Photograph 5).

Photograph 5: Sealing slab for Chaloner and Catherine Arcedeckne in the mausoleum in Hacheston churchyard

•

Andrew Archedeckne Esq. of Glevering Hall in the County of Suffolk. Died 8th February
1849 Aged 69 years.

•

Anne Harriet Archedeckne. Relict of Andrew Archedeckne Esq. Died 27 March 1878
Aged 82 years (see Photograph 6).

Photograph 6: Sealing slab for Andrew and Anne Harriet Arcedeckne in mausoleum in Hacheston churchyard

•

Andrew Son of Andrew Arcedeckne Esquire of Glevering Hall who died 31st May 1871
Aged 49 years (see Photograph 7).

Photograph 7: Sealing slab for Andrew son of Andrew
Arcedeckne in mausoleum in Hacheston churchyard

•

Chaloner second son of Chaloner Arcedeckne Esq. of Glevering Hall in the County of
Suffolk. Died 19th January 1812 in his 27th year (see Photograph 8).

Photograph 8: Sealing slab for Chaloner second son of
Chaloner Arcedeckne in mausoleum in Hacheston churchyard

•

Mary Louisa Arcedeckne. Died 4th July 1816 in the 34th year of her age (see Photograph
9).

Photograph 9: Sealing slab for Mary Louisa Arcedeckne in
mausoleum in Hacheston churchyard

The funeral hatchment for the Arcedeckne family hangs in the chancel of Hacheston church (see
Photograph 10).

Photograph 10: Funeral hatchment
for the Arcedeckne family in chancel
of Hacheston church
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